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THE PEACH SPRING BEYOND THIS WORLD

Online Exhibition by Ame Nue
with works by artists aaajiao and Ye Funa
25 February 2021 — 31 January 2022

Curated by Liberty Adrien and Bettina

In their works, Chinese new media artists Ye Funa and aaajiao (Xu Wenkai) explore
the Internet phenomena, the societal effects related to the changing notions of

identity and the overflow of information in the digital age.

The title of the exhibition ‘The Peach Spring Beyond This World’ is inspired by the
idiom Shiwai Taoyuan tH4MJKIE. It goes back to the fable ‘The Peach Blossom Spring"’

written by Tao Yuanming in 421 CE and is considered to be the first concept of utopia
in Chinese literature. Reflecting on what remains of the traditional imagery of the
Peach Blossom Land in ultra-modern China — and its inherent understanding of deep
love to nature as the bedrock of utopian dreams — Ye Funa and aaajiao explore by
artistic means whether the virtual world could be a safe space for the new generation,
a refuge for meditation and relaxation in which new models of communities and

environments can be imagined.

In aaajio's meta-game ‘Deep Simulator’ — a reference to user experience transcending
the limits of the game — and Ye Funa's ‘Dr.Corona Online’ oracle platform - an
interactive question-and-answer work — the player is transported into peaceful,
natural landscapes that contain references to Chinese popular and digital culture. On
a journey to an infinite world the wanderer of aaajiao’s work is searching for a way
out of the Bardo — an intermediate mental state, such as experienced in meditation

or in-between death and rebirth, present in Tibetan Buddhism.



The focus on existential questions of life and death, feelings of disorientation and
comfort are also predominant in Ye Funa's work. When questioning "Dr.Corona
Online" — an artificial-intelligence-doctor — about the pandemic or life in general, the
patient roams between randomly obtained answers from Internet headlines, social

media tweets, and motivational quotes.

The process of navigating through these utopian worlds is one of the primary
purposes of the interactive works. Like Tao Yuanming's fishermen in search of the
Peach Blossom Spring, the exhibition explores the processuality of the Chinese
concept of utopia — the eternal search for the promised land, where time stands still.
The wanderer/player/patient returns to the real world mesmerized, with a sense of
pleasure and troubling confusion, wondering whether the long quest for happiness

and the process of finding utopia in itself is utopia.

‘The Peach Spring Beyond This World’ with the friendly support of the Ministry of

Culture and Media Hamburg and the Claussen-Simon-Stiftung.

www.peachblossomspring.art

Ame Nue
Schaarsteinwegsbriicke 2, 20459 Hamburg

www.ame-nue.com
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